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Lehr abandoned the academic life and talked
the National Water Well Association into hiring
him as its executive director. His career at
NWWA has been dedicated to stirring up still

waters. . o=
His political forays, for example, tend to be

about as subtle as a drill bit. After woolng
candidate Richard Celeste in 1982, Lehr in recent
years has sharply. criticized Gov. Celeste for
ignoring state ground water protection programs.
He was so upset with Celeste that, he said, he once
toved with the idea of getting behind Celeste’s re-
election opponent, former Gov. James A. Rhodes.
Rhodes.

“Celeste’s record was godawful,” he said. “Ce-
leste, the liberal, comes in talking water and does
an absolutely horrible job. So I wanted to gamble
and go befriend Mr. Rhodes and sell him on the
idea of becoming an environmentalist, which I
knm:v sounds funny.

“But my plan was that he could make friends
and win a lot of votes without spending a lot of
money by coming out for a strong environmental
program in the Environmental Protection Pro-
gram and the Department of Natural Resources.
My thinking was that he could let the people
Eﬁﬂ&éﬁg- those agencies do what they think is

Somewhat mollified in recent months b
est improvements by the Celeste administiaﬂt;zfl
Lehr has redirected his ire at environmental
activists and the media. These “nay-sayers,” he
-.F;!rote Inya series of editorials this year in the

ater Well Journal, are spreading needless alarm
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Lehr is a maverick, but a respt cted one; even

g acknowledge that he was lﬂ%t,rlf-
E‘::n?,z{)?ﬁegllening {the country t? gr:uund walter
pollution in the 1960s and early 1970s. | h

“In the early years, WE were _mlall_g rizﬁpo“;z‘i;
ble for the ground waler gection O t (?Ln;aer;
Drinking Water Act of 1974, the Resource HRE:(.‘I.E-
vation Act of 1976, the Surface and Mml?ﬁ OSIN
mation Act and the amendments to L e L (..:.
Water Act in 1975. Qo we started _lt all; wllfi:‘-,'" 12
the only voice talking ground water from > 5"
1975, and now we're one of many, Lehr sald.

SINCE 1975, ground water has been re_mgnizu‘d‘
.5 an endangered natural resource of 1mr:iu NS
proportions. The $1.6 billion US. bupgrfun pir:.f-
gram was largely designed to prevent l'pr:,.xu;
chemical contamination of undergmund_drmkmg
d most states — Ohio among

water supplies and I :
them — are organizing their own ground waler

programs. *
ehr acknowledges the need for environmen-

tal activism. The war against pollution can be won
over the next 30 years, he said, but only if the
.publie demands action. |
But he also feels that the movement and the
media today are painting an UH!IUCEHSHI'H}'
gloomy picture of the state of the environment.
“Vou can't make people move continuously in
the same direction if you feed them nothing L:ut
despair,” he explained. “They’ve got 10 feel they re
achieving something. :
“Ten to 15 vears ago, we Were the lone voice
crving that we've got to protect our ground water.
Now we are the voice for reason and for sensible
activity. We are pointing out that a lot of good
work is being done, that the technology for ground
water pollution control has improved dramatical-
ly, and that the future looks very bright. We're
trying to calm the waters because we feel ... if
you're constantly in a crisis mentality, you do not
make the most educated scientific decisions. . ..

“We are beginning to dramatically change our
ways. We're building our septic tanks better,
We're salting our highways more intelligently.
We're building pretty good new landfills. Indus-
trial lagoons are being properly lined with clay
and plastic liners. Mines are being properiy
closed, and agricultural chemicals are being con-
trolled more than they were. Every single activity
initiated today is being done better than it was
five years ago.”

Lehr, for example, said it’s absurd to claim —
as was claimed by a hydrogeologist in a recent
Ohio Environmental Council report — that Ohio
ﬁalgljlfianger ﬂficantaminuling half of its ground

resources by the turn of the century,

Yet he saild he agrees with the council that
thq lags behind the rest of the nation in estuhl
lishing an effective ground water protection pro-
gram,
¢ "I think | originated that idea,” he said

Twenty years ago, Il would consider us 10 11;.1*.1;
bt‘ii'..'n among the top six or eight states, but today
were clearly in the bottom six or eight because
we've done nothing in 20 years, and other al'tll-
woke up and started to do things.” BT
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